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As requestedin GeneralLuedecketsclassifiedTWX of April 20
to GeneralStarbiml(receivedApril 21/0221Z),staffmembers
of the Divisionof Biologyand Medidne, and of the Mxlical
Departmentof BrookhavenNationalLaboratoryhavere-evaluated
the advisabilityof resumeying the whole body contamination
burdensof the MarshalleseIslandersduringthe month of May
195-3● It was the consensusof all concernedthatthe promptest
resurveypossiblewouldbe in the best Interestsof the Commis-
sion,and the Departmmts of State~ Interiorand Defense.

In the eventof aq7 surfacecontadnationof the atolls,a base
he value of the degreeand type of internalcontaminationby
radioisotopesoriginatingfrom the 1954 incidentis almostman.
datory. It shouldbe possibleto evaluateadditionalbody burdens
pickedw undersuch circumstancesor alternativelyto prove that

the presentserieshas not addedto the amountand compositionof
theirpresentcontamination.

The possiblechangesinducedin the etionment ~ a few shots
may well not haveWluenced the nativesappreciablyby the time
the resuzmeycanbe made. Alternative-,if beginningchangesare
observed(basedon memoryof the originallostdata),it may turn
out to be most importantthat they be detectedand evaluated.

The desirabilityof securingan extray?earlsscienttic data for
the purposesof completingthe cumulativeradiationdosesto these
nativesis obviouslydesirablefrom a purelyscientMic point of
tiew,but the aboveconsi~rationsare bellevedto be the aver.
ridingones.

It is, therefore,requestedthatGeneralLuedeckets assistancebe
soughtin accomplishingthis resurveyalongthe Unes suggestedin
his TWX of April 20 or by any otherway whichwill expeditematters.

The teams,consisthg of Dr. RobertConard,Dr. JamesRobertson,and
F!!.DanielPot’ter,can be at Eniwetokwith thetiequipmentby I@ 7,
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providedthat (a)lULTSwill be able to transportthemand their
equipmentfromthe MATSNew Jerseybase all tke way to Eniwetok;
and (b)informationcan be quicldysecuredas to the electric
p-er SUPpk-avdlable on the assignedLCU; the electroniceqy@-
nxxrtoperateson 115voltsA.C. and has accessoryequipmnt for
convertingfrom 40 voltsD.C. to X1.5voltsA.C. with a maximum
pcwerrequirementof 5’ku.

If the equipmentis shippedvia cmrcial air frdght, it must
go via Ncmthmst Airlineswho carryfreightonlywhen thereis a
lack of passenger trdfic. Thus,it may be in order in any case
to requestM&M transportationfor the equipmentandpersonnelso
as to be assuredof arrivalat the appointedtimes.

Dr. Conard has indicatedthathe and his groupwouldbe willingto
arriveat the earliestpossibledata,May 7, and so be readyto
move to lbngehp if and when any vesselw becomeawdlable.

Your assistanceh camying out this missionwill be greatly
appreciated.
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